Notes from Meeting re Avoch to Munlochy Monument  cycle route 11.10.18 at Drumsmittal Park 

Present Anne Thomas, Gordon Adams, Marcia Humes 
Apologies Roger McMichael 

Questions 
1. Who would use it? 
Commuters (means has to be tarmac), local leisure cyclists, tourists, potential route to mountain biking at Learnie.  

2. What are the issues? 
a. Funding 
Community Links should provide 50%. Sustrans says it is suitable. If applying for current round it has to be built by May. Options for rest given by Richard Gerring.  
 Paths for All - Grants 
http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/pfa/support/grants-a-funding.html 
 East Ayrshire Case Study
http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/component/option,com_docman/Itemid,166/gid,58/task,doc_download/
(fails)
  Landfill Tax 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/data-visualisation/scottish-communities-landfill-fund/ 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/219234/register-of-approved-bodies.pdf 
fundraising e.g. sponsor a section are options.  
b. Landowner permission- possible work in kind in exchange but not much in 
THC coffers and need to minimise land asked for. 
c. Route 
Option 1c We think it would make more sense to cross earlier onto Rosehaugh estate land at Sudie road with a level crossing with rumble strips such as is used elsewhere. This avoids asking Jamie Grant for much land and means a lot of it would be along existing tracks or the railway track. The railway track is actually owned by Mr Messem not Jamie. We discussed just proceeding with Option 2 but decided it might be better to pursue the other part of the route in preference because there is no alternative to going on the busy road. We should pursue both halves for the moment anyway.  

3. How do we make progress on this project? 
TBI to write a concept paper (1-2pages) 
· Accidents 
· Levels of cycling 
· Increase in cyclists 
· Increase in traffic 
· Increase in tourists- including NCR1 and NC500 loop 
· Hoped for further increase in cyclists 
· Sustaining a social enterprise- Black Isle Bicycles & other businesses 

4. How do we gather information/ produce document? 
a. Sustrans have done a survey on numbers using Kessock Bridge- Gordon to 
contact them for data and help. (Fiona McInally and Bo Hickery). 
b. ? Data from Million Miles surveys could be updated.  
c. Black Isle Bicycles- Anne to get info on number of bike hires and 
revenue from Jon Palmer who is also Chair of Black Isle Tourism team and 
should be able to furnish figures on number of tourists.  
d. Find out what is minimum acceptable and could it be nearer road at times-
Gordon to talk to council staff Richard Gerring, Ian McGilvery and Neil 
Young 
e. Community involvement; Sarah Dunton, Roger & Anne Mc Michael, Marcia 
Humes, Moira Broadhead, Martin Sherring , 
Julian Parren, Anne Thomas,? Wendy Price, Heather Mack.  

5. Present paper to landowners- councillors happy to be involved in this.  

 
 
 
